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Gardening in a Warming Wisconsin

This last year shows us how challenging it is to grow in a warmer, 
drier Wisconsin. Today, we will discuss ways to "future-proof" our 

food gardens for a changing and more variable climate.

Scott A. J. Johnson
Director, Low Technology Institute

scott@lowtechinstitute.org
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Gardening in a Warming Wisconsin

Today’s Topics
The Changing Growing Season

Adaptations for Today

Adaptations for Tomorrow
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● Today’s Dfa (Continental, Humid, Hot Summer) and 5a/b.
● Tomorrow’s Cfa (Humid, Subtropical) and 7a.

The Changing Growing Season
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Beck et al, 
(https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214)

Today

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214
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Beck et al, 
(https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214)

2100

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214
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Beck et al, 
(https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214)

Warming by 2100

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214
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Beck et al, 
(https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214)

Rainfall by 2100

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018214
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● Today’s Dfa (Continental, Humid, Hot Summer) and 5a/b.
● Tomorrow’s Cfa (Humid, Subtropical) and 7a.
● Analogues?

The Changing Growing Season
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Fitzpatrick interactive map
(https://fitzlab.shinyapps.io/cityapp/)

https://fitzlab.shinyapps.io/cityapp/
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Today
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Adaptations for Today

● Botanical
● Methodological
● Gardener
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Botanical Adaptations for Today

● More Varieties
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Botanical Adaptations for Today

● More Varieties
● Save Seeds
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Botanical Adaptations for Today

● More Varieties
● Save Seeds
● Dwarf Those Plants
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Botanical Adaptations for Today

● More Varieties
● Save Seeds
● Dwarf Those Plants
● Note your Perennials
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
● Adjust Your Calendar
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Kansas City, MO Madison, WI
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Kansas City, MO Madison, WI

60 Years of Change
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Kansas City, MO Madison, WI

60 Years of Change
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Kansas City, MO Madison, WI

60 Years of Change
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Kansas City, MO Madison, WI

60 Years of Change



Bio
Low Technology Institute
lowtechinstitute.org

 

Kansas City, MO Madison, WI

60 Years of Change
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
● Adjust Your Calendar
● Bug Aware!
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
● Adjust Your Calendar
● Bug Aware!
● MicroZones
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
● Adjust Your Calendar
● Bug Aware!
● MicroZones

● Weeding
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
● Adjust Your Calendar
● Bug Aware!
● MicroZones

● Weeding
● Irrigation
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VS
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Methodological Adaptations for Today

● Improve Soil Health
● Adjust Your Calendar
● Bug Aware!
● MicroZones

● Weeding
● Irrigation
● Compost
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Gardener Adaptations for Today

● Take it Easy
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Gardener Adaptations for Today

● Take it Easy
● Water
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Gardener Adaptations for Today

● Take it Easy
● Water
● Clothes
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Gardener Adaptations for Today

● Take it Easy
● Water
● Clothes
● Schedule
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Adaptations for Tomorrow

● Botanical
– New & Existing Varieties
– Modify Perennials
– Variety as Insurance
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Adaptations for Tomorrow

● Botanical
● Methodological

– Continued Soil Improvement
– Permanent Irrigation and Storage Systems
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Gardening in a Warming Wisconsin

Low Technology Institute
lowtechinstitute.org

Scott A. J. Johnson
Director, Low Technology Institute

scott@lowtechinstitute.org
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